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Thank you Sponsors!



About BizNGO
BizNGO is a collaborative network of business, environmental, and government leaders 

working together to promote safer chemicals and sustainable materials in marketplaces to 

advance to a healthy economy, healthy environment, and healthy people.

Our workgroups:

1. DEI / Environmental Justice

2. Chemicals Management 

3. Hazard Assessment 

4. Public Policy 

Join BizNGO workgroups at www.bizngo.org/get-involved/join-bizngo

https://www.bizngo.org/get-involved/join-bizngo


16th Annual Meeting Overview 

University of California Berkeley Greener Solutions Posters (Dec. 6 @ 5-6:30pm EST)

1. Addressing Environmental Justice Through Chemicals Management (Dec. 7 @ 11am-2pm EST)

2.  Transparency: Disclosing Chemicals in Products & Supply Chains (Dec. 7 @ 3-6pm EST)

3. Safer Chemicals in Manufacturing (Dec. 8 @ 11am-12:30pm EST)

4.  Standards, Indexes, & Purchasers Tracking Corporate Progress to Safer Chemicals (Dec. 8 @ 1:30-3pm 

EST)

5.  Circularity & Toxics: Bringing Chemical Safety to Closed Loop Systems (Dec. 8 @ 4-5:30pm EST)



Zoom Protocol
• Enter participant ID if calling in 

• Rename yourself to include your organization

• Raise hand to speak

• Chat for questions/comments 

• Mute yourself 

• Feel free to show video

• Only presentations recorded



Chatham House Rule 

Participants are free to use the information received, but neither the identity 
nor the affiliation of the speaker(s), nor that of any other participant, may be 
revealed;  unless approved by the participant



Session 2

Transparency: Disclosing Chemicals in Products & Supply Chains

Session 2a. Implementing the Principles for Chemical 
Ingredient Disclosure (3:00-4:15pm EST)

Session 2b: Growing Supply Chain Transparency—featuring the 
innovative Cosmetic Supply Chain Transparency Act (4:40-
6:00pm EST)



Session 2 – Outcomes 

• Learn and share:
- aspirations for chemical ingredient disclosure,
- efforts to implement transparency in policy, and 
- steps businesses are taking towards disclosure, including 

supply chain disclosure.
• Highlight interconnections between transparency and 
environmental justice.
• Identify priorities for action and collaboration.



Speakers

Mark S. Rossi,
Executive Director, 

Clean Production Action

Avinash Kar, 
Senior Attorney & Interim 

Senior Director, Health & Food,
Natural Resources 

Defense Council

Jon Smieja,
Corporate Sustainability 

Manager, 
Andersen Corporation

For bios: https://www.bizngo.org/conference/2021-speakers



Session 2a Agenda
3:00 Presentations

3:30 Q&A

3:40 Small groups

4:05 Report backs & wrap up

4:15 Adjourn



Principles for 
Chemical 
Ingredient 
Transparency

Mark S. Rossi, 
Executive Director,
Clean Production Action



Can businesses, 
governments, and 

NGOs align to a 
proactive vision of 

transparency?



1. Disclose all intentionally added chemical ingredients

2. Disclose nonfunctional constituents on specified lists of chemicals of concern

3. Proactively engage supply chains and interested stakeholders

4. Advocate for filling data gaps to characterize the hazards of chemicals

5. Make accurate chemical ingredient information easily accessible

6. Support public policies and industry standards that advance the above Principles

Principles for Chemical Ingredient Disclosure

https://www.bizngo.org/public-policies/principles-for-chemical-ingredient-disclosure



Principles for Chemical Ingredient Disclosure – Preamble 

All stakeholders have a fundamental right to know 
the chemicals in products and the functions of those 
chemicals

Disclosure is …
the sharing of chemical ingredient information 
with the public and across supply chains. 

critical to promoting the use of safer chemicals 
and products. 

Signatories to these Principles recognize the need to 
protect confidential business information (CBI) in 
limited situations when protection of the 
information is justified and substantiated.



#1 Disclose all intentionally added 
chemical ingredients.
Disclosure comprises identity of the chemical 
ingredient, including name(s), CAS registry number, 
function, presence on specified lists of chemicals 
of concern, and other chemical hazard 
characteristics of the ingredient.

Chemicals of concern … are not confidential 
business information.



#2 Disclose nonfunctional constituents that are identified on 
specified lists of chemicals of concern. This is a general principle to which 
Signatories agree, though they may hold differing positions on the thresholds for 
disclosure.

Nonfunctional constituent: a chemical that has no functional or technical effect on the 
designated product and is present as an incidental component of an intentionally added 
ingredient, a breakdown product of an intentionally added ingredient, or a byproduct of 
the manufacturing process

Specified “list of chemicals of concern” include:
• California Cleaning Product Right to Know Act of 2017 (SB 258) Designated List or 

California Cosmetic Fragrance and Flavor Right to Know Act (SB 312)
• ChemSec SIN List 
• GreenScreen List Translator LT-1 and Benchmark 1 chemicals
• New York State Lists of Chemicals of Concern.



#3 Proactively engage supply chains and interested 
stakeholders—including governments, investors, and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs)—to increase full chemical 
ingredient information disclosure. Manufacturers and retailers 
need reliable documentation to trace chemical information 
along supply chains.

#4 Advocate for filling data gaps to characterize the 
hazards of chemicals.

#5 Make accurate chemical ingredient information 
easily accessible to consumers, government agencies, 
manufacturers, brands, retailers, and others in the supply 
chain.

#6 Support public policies and industry standards 
that advance the above Principles.
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Endorsing Organizations

Businesses

Government 
agencies 

Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs)

Health Care Organizations 
& Universities

Investors



126 Endorsing Organizations 
• 39 Businesses

◦ Household & Personal Product companies including … 
▪ Credo, Seventh Generation, Reckitt Benckiser - US Hygiene

◦ Building Product companies including …
▪ Andersen Windows, Humanscale, HNI Corp, HMTX, Naturepedic

• 41 NGOs from U.S. and Europe including BCPP, CHNY, CPA, IC2, NRDC, WVE, 
and many others

• 12 Governments including agencies in CA, MA, MN, OR, WA

• 27 Investors representing $500 billion in assets under management

• Health care organizations representing over $100 billion in purchasing power
with Hackensack Meridian Health and Vizient

Endorse at: 

https://www.bizngo.org/public-policies/principles-for-chemical-ingredient-
disclosure
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https://www.bizngo.org/public-policies/principles-for-chemical-ingredient-disclosure


Disclosure Principles and 
Policy
Avinash Kar 

Senior Attorney & Interim Senior Director, Health & Food

Natural Resources Defense Council



Objective of 
Policy 
Initiatives

Informed consumers that 
can protect themselves 
and their families

Products that are safer 
for people and the 
environment



Why Disclosure Matters

Consumers can make more 
informed decisions

Incentives for better 
products and an even 
playing field for companies 
that are trying to do the 
right thing

Reformulation/changes to 
avoid problem chemicals, 
resulting in safer products 
with fewer dangerous 
chemicals

Having information about 
the components of 
products allows regulators 
to take targeted action on 
problem chemicals when 
necessary



These disclosure principles have their roots 
in policy

Cleaning product disclosure law in 
California and disclosure guidance in New 
York

Disclosure is an important component of multiple recent bills/laws. 
Trend likely to accelerate/expand:

AB 1200 (CA): disclosure for cookware

SB 312 (CA): reporting of cosmetics ingredients

Toxic Chemicals in Children’s Products law (NY): creates 
structure for disclosing the presence of various chemicals in 
children’s products

NY Family and Fire Fighter Protection Act (bill): requires 
reporting of flame retardants used in the stands and enclosures 
of electronic displays

Maine PFAS law: requires reporting of PFAS in products coming 
into the state

Disclosure and Policy



|  

Disclosure principles in 
the manufacturing space

Jon Smieja, PhD

Corporate Sustainability Manager

Andersen Windows & Doors
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Implementing the principles at the business scale

- Dozens of suppliers

- Even more sub-tier suppliers 

(that have the chemistry info)

- Very difficult (in some cases) to 

determine what exists in our 

products vs. what goes in 

(reactive chemistries, residuals, 

etc.)

- All those suppliers are very 

busy, all the time

- The fact that many/most of 

them don’t have the 

information puts them in an 

awkward position

- This is absolutely not their 

priority

- Let’s be clear, this work is near 

the top of a business’ hierarchy 

of needs

- There’s a bit of tension 

between the need to be 

transparent and the need to 

make money



|  

The importance of “standards”



|  

The importance of market drivers

https://www.aia.org/pages/6351155-materials-pledge
https://www.mindfulmaterials.com/owner-initiative
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Why do it?

The future Environmental Justice Differentiator 
(hopefully not for long)

Photo credits: https://www.stanforddaily.com/2021/01/27/environmental-justice-must-be-foundational-to-the-new-school-of-sustainability/

https://www.peoplemattersglobal.com

about:blank
about:blank


Session 2a Q&A
3:00 Presentations

3:30 Q&A

Indicate you have something to say by:

- typing it in chat or 

- raising your hand

3:40 Small groups

4:05 Report backs & wrap up

4:15 Adjourn



Session 2a Small groups
3:00 Presentations

3:30 Q&A

3:40 Small groups

4:05 Report backs & wrap up

4:15 Adjourn

Questions

1. Which of the Principles for Chemical 
Ingredient Disclosure does your 
organization work on or are you 
interested in?

2. What are your transparency needs & 
successes?

3. What interconnections do you see 
between transparency and environmental 
justice?



Session 2a – Report backs
3:00 Presentations

3:30 Q&A

3:40 Small groups

4:05 Report backs & wrap up

4:15 Adjourn

Popcorn

Three highlights from 
each small group



Growing Supply Chain Transparency—featuring the innovative 

Cosmetic Supply Chain Transparency Act (4:40-6:00pm EST) 

4:40 Presentations

Representative Jan Schakowsky

Mia Davis, Credo Beauty

Janet Nudelman, Breast Cancer Prevention Partners

5:15 Q&A

5:25 Small groups

5:45 Report backs & wrap up

6:00 Adjourn

Break – see you back at 4:40 ET


