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10.1M members 

The largest non-profit healthcare 

system in the US 

17,791 physicians 

177,441 employees 

38 acute care hospitals 

619 medical office buildings 

$56bn operating revenue 

$14bn spend 
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Safe Chemicals 
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Factors that Influence Health 

• The environment around us is a strong driver of overall health. 

•We need healthy environments to support healthy behaviors and 

positive health outcomes. 
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Personal Behaviors  
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 Safer Chemicals 

•We are working to reduce diseases and health conditions that 

are linked to environmental toxins include cancer, Parkinson’s, 

asthma, and infertility. 

 

• Four actions we are taking to promote safer chemicals  

in products: 

Sustainability scorecard 1 

2 Targeted products 

3 Public policy 

4 Research (e.g., BPA exposure and health) 
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Prioritizing Products 

•Potential 

Patient/Employee 

Exposure  

•Potential environmental 

impact 

•Known Chemicals of 

Concern 

•Procurement Cycle 
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Targeted Product Example 



WE BUILD A BRIGHTER FUTURE 

together 

External Engagement 

 

 

 
 

•Testify before 
Congress 

•Meet with 
legislators, 
government 
agencies 

•Business-NGO 
Working Group 

 

“As we strive to advance an economy 

where the production and use of 

chemicals are not harmful for 

humans or the environment, Kaiser 

Permanente invests significant time 

and resources. … Mechanisms are 

needed to support downstream users 

in procuring the safest products and 

materials for our needs.” 

Congressional testimony of Kathy 

Gerwig, VP, Environmental 

Stewardship Officer  
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Chemical Footprint Approach 

| 
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Chemical Footprint Value 

• Provide comprehensive identification of chemicals of concern 

• Enable assessment and prioritization of chemical health risks  

• Support the development of a plan to eliminate or reduce those 

chemical health risks. 

• Enable tracking of progress to reduce and eliminate chemicals 

of concern 

• Tell a story to drive change! 
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Measuring Our Footprint 

• Hospital? 

• Outpatient Medical Office Building? 

• Floor/Wing? 

• Department? 

• Room? 

• Process or Procedure? 
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Measuring Our Footprint 

Categories to Consider: 
• Medical Supplies? 

• Medical Equipment? 

• Furnishings ? 

• IT equipment? 

• Cleaning Chemicals? 

• Administrative  Supplies? 

• Pharmaceuticals? 

• Built Environment? 

• Laboratory Chemicals? 

 



WE BUILD A BRIGHTER FUTURE 

together 

Measuring Our Footprint 

Chemicals: 
• ROHS restrictions 

• BPA 

• Bromine, Chlorine-based compounds 

• PVC 

• Phthalates including DEHP 

• California Proposition 65 

• Antimicrobials 

• Others??? 
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Measuring Our Footprint 
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Measuring Our Footprint 

What is Meaningful? 
• The number of products/equipment containing any chemicals of 

concern 

• The number of products/equipment per manufacturer containing 

any chemicals of concern  

• The number of chemicals of concern per product category (e.g., 

medical supplies, furnishings) 

• The products containing Prop 65 chemicals  

• The number of chemicals of concern by health hazard (e.g., 5 

carcinogens, 4 developmental toxins, etc.) 

 

 


